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The Benefits of Opportunities to Respond
Opportunities to Respond (OTR) is a classroom management technique that aims to prevent problem behavior, increase students’ engagement with learning tasks, and enable teacher feedback. Research has consistently shown that OTR lead to increases in desired student behavior and academic outcomes (e.g., on-task behavior, low rate of student disruptive behavior, high rate of correct responses (Stichter et al., 2009). 
Types of Opportunities to Respond 
There are three general types of OTR. As each type of OTR has its own strengths and weaknesses, teachers are encouraged to use a combination of the approaches described below.
· Teacher-Directed Individual Responding involves asking for volunteers or calling on non-volunteers to answer a question. Researchers noted that when this approach is used, students often need to wait longer periods until their next turn to respond. In addition, not all students feel comfortable addressing questions in front of the class (Haydon, Macsuga-Gage, Simonsen, & Hawkins, 2012).  
· Teacher-Directed Unison Responding enables the entire class to participate during whole-group instruction. Unison responding may include choral responding, gestures (e.g., thumbs up), written responses, and use of technology (e.g., clickers). This approach helps the teacher gauge students’ understanding and give immediate feedback. However, researchers have recommended that teachers provide lines of questioning that extend children’s understanding of their own knowledge as opposed to only asking single, fact-based questions (Cavanaugh, 2013). Unison responding does not easily lend itself to using follow-up questions. 
· Teacher-Directed Peer Responding, which builds on student-to-student responding, guides students to respond to questions in cooperative learning groups or as part of peer tutoring. However, this strategy requires teacher guidance and a sufficient structure to enable effective use of student interactions for academic learning. 
Resources on the Doing What Works Media Library
The guide below lists media that demonstrate the use of OTR across subject areas and grade levels. Part 1 lists media that exemplify teacher-directed individual responding. Part 2 includes media that demonstrates teacher-directed unison responding. Part 3 includes media about teacher-directed peer responding. Grade-level and/or subject-area teachers can view the media and sample materials as a basis for discussions about incorporating these practices into their daily practice.
Teacher-Directed Individual Responding
	Activity
	Resource
	Grades

	Conduct Dialogs with Students

	Based on the dialogic reading framework described by Dr. Christopher Lonigan, this slideshow is a step-by-step guide to developing questions. Download Preparing a Dialogic Reading Lesson to learn more about the three-level framework.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]Topic: Preschool Language and Literacy
Practice: Use Interactive and Dialogic Reading
multiMedia: A Three-Level Framework for Dialogic Reading (Slideshow)  
	Grades 
PreK–K


	Socratic Seminar
	

	Watch how this fourth-grade teacher uses a line of questioning in a structured, text-based discussion to help students recognize important elements and themes in a piece of art.
Topic: Organize Your Instruction
Practice: Higher-Order Questions
multiMedia: Questioning in a Socratic Seminar (Video, 7:01 min) 
	Grades K–5


	Calling on Non-Volunteers
	The chair of a high school science department shares instructional strategies that teachers use to engage students in learning. Teachers need to regularly check for understanding through prompts. Also view the related sample material, New Teacher Orientation Manual. 
Topic: Turning Around Chronically Low-Performing Schools
Practice: Focus on Instruction
MULTIMEDIA: Improving High School Instruction (Video, 7:17 min) 
	Grades 9–12






Teacher-Directed Unison Responding
	Activity
	Resource
	Grades

	Using Whiteboards

	A physics teacher describes how he organizes whiteboard presentations to give his students an authentic forum for explaining their problem solving and answering higher-order questions.   
Topic: Organizing Your Instruction
Practice: Higher-Order Questions
multiMedia: In Front of the Class: Students’ Whiteboard Explanations (Video, 7:07 min)  
	Grades K–5


	Exhibits of Student Work

	

	In this video students share the culminating project of a curriculum unit: museum exhibits designed to answer “essential questions.” Students create exhibits that showcase their learning.
Topic: How to Organize Your Teaching
Practice: Higher-Order Questions
multiMedia: Opportunities for Student Explanations (Video, 3:31 min) 
	Grades K–12


	Hands-On Inquiry

	

	A fifth-grade teacher poses a fraction division problem and challenges students to find different approaches to a solution. Students present about their problem-solving strategies. See their assignment in Web Shots for Spiderman Problem.
Topic: Developing Effective Fractions Instruction for K-8
Practice: Operations With Fractions
multiMedia: Solving a Real-World Fraction Division Problem (Video, 6:41 min) 
	Grades 4–12






Teacher-Directed Peer Responding
	Activity
	Resource
	Grades

	Partner Sharing
	

	Watch how a third-grade teacher uses partner sharing to help her students discuss questions about what they are reading. She supports her students’ talk by laying the groundwork for effective collaboration and providing supportive structures. For more details, view her lesson plan, Third-Grade Buddy Talk Lesson.
Topic: Improving K-3 Reading Comprehension 
Practice: Engage Students With Texts
multiMedia: Buddy Talk (Video, 4:50 min) 
	Grades K–5


	Partner Sharing

	A third/fourth-grade teacher describes how she uses discussion cards to engage students during guided reading groups. Students reflect on their reading, make notes, and work in small groups and pairs to share their thinking about their reading. View the related sample material, Teacher and Student Literature Discussion Cards.  
Topic: Improving K-3 Reading Comprehension
Practice: Engage Students With Text
multiMedia: Using Peer Collaboration and Self-Reflection to Engage With Text (Video, 5:00 min)
	Grades K–5


	Partner Sharing
	

	Watch a second-grade classroom demonstration of a teacher engaging students in text discussion using multiple techniques focused on questioning. Throughout the lesson, the teacher builds on previous strategies and introduces new ones, reminds students of what good readers do, and provides numerous opportunities for partner sharing. Review the related sample material, Read-Aloud Walk-Through Checklist.
Topic: Improving K-3 Reading Comprehension 
Practice: Engage Students With Texts
multiMedia: Partner Sharing: Good Readers Ask Questions (Video, 5:34 min) 
	Grades K–5


	Partner Sharing
	

	Listen to seventh-grade social studies teacher Laurie Erby talk about how she scaffolds text discussion using pair-share, small group discussion, and large group share-out activities. Hear her description of the gradual release of responsibility from teacher to student, with the end-goal of student-driven discussions. View the related sample material, Social Studies Pair-Sharing and Discussion Guidelines.
Topic: Adolescent Literacy 
Practice: Engaging Text Discussions
multiMedia: Student-Driven Discussions in Social Studies (Video, 5:43 min) 
	Grades 6–8


	Small Group Discussions

	Listen to a second-grade teacher describe how she uses literature circles in her classroom. By providing clear roles and procedures she develops an effective setting for group discussions. For more details view her lesson plan, Second Grade Literature Circles Lesson.  
Topic: Improving K-3 Reading Comprehension
Practice: Engage Students With Text
multiMedia: Literature Circles in Second Grade (Video, 5:22 min)
	Grades K–5


	Small Group Discussions

	History teacher Matt Moorman describes how he uses higher-order questions to engage students in critical thinking about important historical concepts and to help students to internalize the information they learn.   
Topic: How to Organize Your Instruction
Practice: Higher-Order Questions
multiMedia: Response Groups: Eliciting Student Responses in History (Video, 3:00 min)  
	Grades 6-8
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