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Why Cooperative Learning?
Cooperative learning engages teams or small groups of students in a structured process in which students help one another learn academic material. Teachers in all subject areas can use cooperative learning to assign tasks such as narrative writing and problem solving. Cooperative learning can be implemented with elementary, middle, and high school students and promote a variety of academic outcomes such as mastery of content-area concepts and skills. Other benefits of this teaching strategy may include increased engagement in and regard for academics, improved teamwork skills, higher self-esteem, and interpersonal skills. 
Implementing Cooperative Learning
When teachers assign cooperative learning groups, they need to articulate the goals of the activity and give each member of a team a specified role or task. It is essential that students understand and accept the roles and responsibilities of their team members. All team members are held accountable for their contribution to the cooperative learning. 
In some cases, teachers may choose to group students of differing ability levels so those students with higher proficiency can support peers’ learning. In other cases, grouping students with similar ability levels can reduce students’ frustration at either waiting for others to catch up or feeling pressured to work faster. In either case, students are not usually permitted to choose who to work with. This reduces social exclusion and teaches students to get along with their classmates. It is essential that each student takes an active role in group work, and teachers may rotate assigned roles to ensure students’ participation.
When students learn in groups, the teacher’s role can shift from the traditional lecturer role to a facilitator. Teachers can model group roles, ask questions to prompt discussion, and encourage independence by reducing peer support over time.

Resources on the Doing What Works Media Library
The guide below has two parts. Part 1 lists resources for instruction in elementary schools, and Part 2 lists resources for instruction in secondary schools. Grade-level teachers and/or subject area teachers can view the media and sample materials as a basis for discussion on how they can incorporate the teaching approach into their daily practice. These DWW media and sample materials demonstrate activities which may be used as is or integrated into cooperative learning. 
Resources for instruction in elementary schools
	Activity
	Resource
	Subject Area

	Literature circles 
(small groups of students discuss the meaning of text) 

	In this multimedia presentation, a second-grade teacher describes how she uses literature circles in her classroom. By providing clear roles and procedures she develops an effective setting for group discussions. For more details view her lesson plan, Second Grade Literature Circles Lesson. 
Topic: Improving K–3 Reading Comprehension 
Practice: Engage Students With Text
multimedia: Literature Circles in Second Grade (Video, 5:22 min)
	Reading

	Students working in teams	
	

	Watch a video showing fifth-grade students working in teams to respond to questions about building a positive climate in the classroom.
Topic: Reducing Behavior Problems in Elementary School Classrooms 
Practice: Teach Skills
multimedia: Learning to Relate to Each Other (Video, 6:49 min)
	Character Education


	Think-Pair-Share 
(students THINK about a question raised by the teacher, PAIR up to discuss their answers, and SHARE their answers with the rest of the class)	

	In this multimedia presentation, a first-grade teacher uses interactive puppets and cooperative learning strategies like think-pair-share to teach her students about questioning. 
Topic: Improving K-3 Reading Comprehension
Practice: Teach Comprehension Strategies
multimedia: Teaching Early Readers Questioning Strategies (Video, 4:28 min)
	Reading 

	Think-Pair-Share 
(students THINK about a question raised by the teacher, PAIR up to discuss their answers, and SHARE their answers with the rest of the class)
	In an audio interview, an elementary school principal describes ways to organize structured peer-assisted learning in small groups and pairs, and the benefits of these activities for English language learners. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Topic: Teaching Literacy in English to K-5 English Learners 
Practice: Schedule Peer Learning
multimedia: Practical Peer Learning (Audio, 6:05 min)
	Math,
Reading 

	Reciprocal Teaching 
(students take turns leading discussions about texts)
	This video shows how a teacher leads a group lesson on Reciprocal Teaching to help students learn to lead discussions about text. In the clip, students are beginning to learn to use the strategies and the teacher is very involved in coaching them. However, the ultimate goal is for students to use the strategies to discuss the text with one another without assistance. 
Topic: Improving K-3 Reading Comprehension
Practice: Teach Comprehension Strategies
multimedia: Reciprocal Teaching: Helping Students Take Charge (Video, 3:05 min)
	Reading 

	Partner reading/buddy reading 
(students read to their partners to practice reading fluency skills)
	Watch a video featuring an Instructional Reform Facilitator and literacy coach who provides literacy coaching to after-school instructors. Advanced readers pair up with beginning readers to practice their reading fluency. 
Topic: Increased Learning Time: Beyond the Regular School Day
Practice: Organize Instruction
multimedia: Coaching for Capacity Building (Video, 4:25 min)
	Reading 

	Partner reading/buddy reading	
(students read to their partners to practice reading fluency skills)
	This video shows how a third-grade teacher uses partner sharing to help her students discuss questions about what they are reading. She supports her students’ talk by laying the groundwork for effective collaboration and providing supportive structures. For more details, view her lesson plan, Third-Grade Buddy Talk Lesson. 
Topic: Improving K-3 Reading Comprehension
Practice: Engage Students With Text
multimedia: Buddy Talk (Video, 4:51 min)
	Reading




Resources for instruction in secondary schools
	Activity
	Resource
	Subject Area

	Cooperative interdependence in the lab
	Watch this video showing high school students working in small groups to learn about conservation of momentum. For more detail, download the Lab Lesson Plan: Conservation of Momentum. 
Topic: Encouraging Girls in Math and Science
Practice: Sparking Curiosity
multimedia: Science in Motion (Video, 6:10 min)
	Physics

	Peer tutoring
	In this multimedia presentation, an eighth-grade science teacher demonstrates how she uses metacognitive reading logs to help students organize their questions and observations. In this activity, students paired up and were asked to compare their partner’s metacognitive log with the textbook. 
View evaluation rubrics used to assist students with self-evaluation of their progress and understanding, Reflective Science Reading Logs and Evaluation Rubric. 
Topic: Adolescent Literacy
Practice: Engaging Text Discussions
multimedia: Using Metacognitive Logs in Science (Video, 4:39 min)
	Science

	Reciprocal Teaching
(students take turns leading discussions about texts) 
	In this video, an eleventh-grade teacher describes how she teaches her humanities students about the strategies and structures of Reciprocal Teaching. Watch students discuss literature in small groups while playing the role of discussion leader, summarizer, questioner, or predictor. 
Download the student handout, Reciprocal Teaching Roles, to see a summary of the four Reciprocal Teaching roles. 
Topic: Adolescent Literacy
Practice: Comprehension Strategies
multimedia: Reciprocal Teaching in High School (Video, 7:03 min)
	U.S. Literature and History

	Literature circles 
(small groups of students discuss the meaning of text) 

	Watch this video with a humanities teacher who describes how she facilitates literature circle discussions. Wieder’s students discuss a novel in groups where each plays a role: summarizer, discussion director, connector, literary luminary, and literary terms expert. Watch how she sets goals with her class for effective group discussions. 
Topic: Adolescent Literacy
Practice: Engaging Text Discussions
multimedia: Literature Circles in High School (Video, 8:11 min)
	U.S. Literature and History
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