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Learning From Algebra Teaching Peers

Purpose
Algebra teachers can use this tool to review the practices used by other algebra teachers, including those featured on the Doing What Works website, to address the topics of school algebra. 

Materials  
Copies of Observation Record for each media/teacher observation

Media 
Problem Solving in Algebra, multimedia presentation with teacher from Castle View High School. (7:21) 


Applications of Linear Equations, slideshow with teachers from Legend High School.


Teaching Symbols and Expressions, multimedia presentation with teacher from Twin Groves Middle School. (6:41)


Teaching Quadratic Functions, multimedia presentation with teacher from Twin Groves Middle School. (7:31)
Topic
National Math Panel: Major Topics of School Algebra 

Practice 
Topics of Algebra

Learning From Algebra Teaching Peers

This tool promotes a systematic approach to observing and listening to other teachers in order to determine which practices might be adaptable to their own teaching. Teachers can practice using the tool with the multimedia presentations about teaching algebra topics on the Doing What Works website and then apply the same approach to learning from their colleagues who teach algebra in the district.
1. Make a copy of the Observation Record for each media example or teaching peer you intend to observe. The Observation Record can serve as a note-taking record while listening to and observing a teacher providing or discussing an algebra lesson. Make notes about the approaches that are used for each of the teaching tasks listed in the first column as Features of the Lesson. 

2. After each observation, use the notes you’ve made in the Record to reflect on the practices that might be useful to adapt to your own teaching.

3. As a needs assessment activity, teachers can work together to discuss their observation notes and discuss how they each might adapt the practices to their teaching. This activity could also be accompanied by observations of student learning during the lesson or a review of student work. Emerging common themes can become the basis for professional development.

Observation Record

Media Example (or Teacher Name): _______________________________________________

Algebra Topic: ________________________________________________________________

Make notes about what you hear the teacher describe, watch the teacher do, and observe about student learning. Then consider whether you might adapt any of the practices to your own teaching.

	Feature of the Lesson
	Notes
	When/where could I use the same idea?

	1. Teacher’s way of explaining/demonstrating algebra topic
	
	

	2. Connections teacher makes to other algebra/mathematics topics
	
	

	3. Teacher’s use of examples, visual representations
	
	

	4. Involvement of all students in the lesson
	
	

	5. Evidence of student learning
	
	

	6. Teacher’s choice of guided practice problems/task assignments 
	
	

	7. Teacher’s questions for assessing student understanding
	
	

	8. Teacher’s way of addressing student misconceptions or confusions
	
	

	9. Teacher’s use of a summary or closure for the lesson
	
	

	10. Teacher’s homework or practice assignments
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