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Identifying College-Readiness Assessments

Purpose
This tool is designed to help administrators, principals, and teachers reflect on existing assessments measuring students’ college readiness and create additional assessments to address gaps in the areas of college readiness being assessed. 

Materials
Overhead projector or chart paper display of master copy of table

Media
None

Topic
Helping Students Navigate the Path to College

Practice 
Assess and Intervene 

 Identifying College-Readiness Assessments
Before working with this tool, faculty members should have completed the Learning Together: Assessment and Intervention activity, which asks participants to think about what a college-ready curriculum looks like. 

Once data are collected on the types of assessments currently in place, faculty can note any gaps and brainstorm to identify additional assessments needed, including how students could be assessed, how frequently, and who can supervise each new assessment considered. After completing this activity, schools should next work together on the tool School Planner: Identifying College-Readiness Interventions to consider the interventions and supports students may need to become college-ready. This tool contains both partially completed samples and blank forms for use in conducting the session.

Conducting the Meeting

1. Prior to the meeting, give teachers copies of the sample and blank College-Readiness Assessments Inventory tables so they can begin thinking about existing assessments and filling in the table on their own.

2. As a group, identify the assessments in place to evaluate and monitor students’ college readiness. In the  table, identify all assessments by name and include: 

· a brief description of the assessment, 

· its frequency, 

· the overseeing staff member, 

· whether the assessment can be used diagnostically (and if so, how), and 

· who has access to the results. 

3. Assessments identified by the group will be added to a master copy of the inventory table, which should be displayed on an overhead projector or duplicated on chart paper. One individual should be designated to fill in the master inventory table. There is no need to record duplicate responses.

4. With all assessments listed, focus on the first column. Using the Covering Gaps in Existing Assessments Brainstorm table, have each participant identify areas of college readiness not currently being assessed. Remind participants to think back to their work with the Learning Together: Assessment and Intervention activity for ideas about college readiness and think about types of assessments ideal to measure and monitor student progress on those areas. 

5. After all participants have completed the second tool, break into small groups, and allow approximately 30 minutes for groups to review the information and discuss and plot the assessments they came up with.
6. Reconvene the whole group, and ask one member from each small group to share the findings on identified gaps and ideas for eliminating these assessment gaps. 

7. Again, record participants’ ideas for eliminating gaps on a master chart that is visible to everyone in the room.
8. At the end of the meeting, the facilitator should acknowledge participants’ efforts, providing a verbal summary of the current assessments identified by the group on the master inventory table and the potential new assessment ideas for addressing existing gaps in assessments.

9. Administrators may consider asking: 

· if any staff are interested in joining a committee to continue working on developing and locating assessments to support students’ preparation for college, or

· which assessments faculty are interested in learning more about and offer suggestions on how to look for informational resources pertaining to those assessments. 

Before decisions are made on retaining or modifying the existing assessments, staff should review expected and actual outcomes (e.g., Has the assessment enabled the school to better respond to student needs? Has college readiness improved for targeted students?).

College-Readiness Assessments Inventory – SAMPLE

	Assessment
	Describe the assessment:

(What is being assessed? Who is being assessed? How frequently are they being assessed?)
	Can it be used diagnostically? 
If so, how?
	Who has access to assessment results?
	Who is responsible for monitoring this assessment?

	Standardized assessments

	College admissions exams
	Assesses math, literacy, and writing skills for those who sign up and take the test. Most take the test once or twice in their junior and/or senior years (but can be taken more frequently or earlier).
	No
	Student
	Outside organization

	Course assessments and indicators

	Course exams
	Assesses academic content knowledge for all students in the course. The number of exams per course varies but at least once each semester.
	Yes, teachers can design tests so that diagnostic results are available
	Student, parents, course teacher, administrators, other teachers upon request
	Teacher teaching the course

	Other

	Individual meetings with student
	
	
	
	


Covering Gaps in Existing Assessments Brainstorm – SAMPLE

	Assessment gaps: Which key college-going skills or knowledge?
	How can this skill/knowledge be assessed?
	Who would be assessed?
	How often would the assessment be given?
	Would the assessment be diagnostic?
	Who would have access to assessment results?
	Who would be responsible for monitoring this assessment?

	Cognitive Skill: Writing

Essay writing
	Course exams, AP exams
	All students
	At least once per humanities course, ideally more frequently to allow for opportunities for students to receive feedback and make improvements
	Yes
	Student, parent, teacher, administrators, and other teachers upon request


	Course or advisory teacher


College-Readiness Assessments Inventory – SAMPLE

	Assessment
	Describe the assessment:

(What is being assessed? Who is being assessed? How frequently are they being assessed?)
	Can it be used diagnostically? 
If so, how?
	Who has access to assessment results?
	Who is responsible for monitoring this assessment?

	Standardized assessments

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Course assessments and indicators

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Other

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Covering Gaps in Existing Assessments Brainstorm

	Assessment gaps: Which key college-going skills or knowledge?
	How can this skill/knowledge be assessed?
	Who would be assessed?
	How often would the assessment be given?
	Would the assessment be diagnostic?
	Who would have access to assessment results?
	Who would be responsible for monitoring this assessment?
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