
 
Sample material
 

Gateway Rubric and Summary Sheets 
Dayton early College academy, Ohio

Topic: Helping Students Navigate the Path to College 

Practice: Assess and Intervene

Staff at Dayton early College academy (DeCa) record and evaluate 

student progress using Gateway Rubric and Summary Sheets rather than 

traditional grades. Students must meet each gateway’s specified learning 

objectives in order to graduate from DeCa. 

Students progress at their own pace, with a minimum of 45 days between 

gateways. those who do not complete at least one gateway during their 

first year must repeat the “First Year Academy” program. Although many 

gateway components are incorporated within classes, much work is 

completed during advisory time. advisors meet regularly with students 

and record components as completed, on track, not on track, or not yet 

started. the Gateway Summary Sheets are routinely updated to keep 

students and parents informed of progress. 

Once all components are flagged as completed, a panel evaluates the 

student’s work using the Gateway panel rubric form. if the student has 

met the expected criteria, they receive a rating of “acceptable.” Work 

that does not meet criteria is marked as “unacceptable.” Additional 
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recommendations from panel members are included to aid in the gateway certification process.

Students must participate in exhibitions to successfully pass through gateways 1-5. the Gateway exhibition 

rubric form is used to evaluate these exhibitions. (Gateway 6 is the student’s autobiography and has its own 

rubric.) exhibition topics are determined by the student with input from the advisor. Students use a variety 

of media (powerpoint, poster boards, pamphlets, etc.) to present their research to the panel prior to the 

gateway. Students are evaluated based on their knowledge and understanding of the material. 

Each category evaluated is the equivalent of one or more state content standards. While the content and 

level of scrutiny increases in each exhibition, the rubric remains the same. For each component of the 

exhibition, student work may be rated as:

instructional: Student puts forth no effort, demonstrates zero to little understanding, and/or • 

produces no results.

practicing: Student produces partial product, understands the very basic concepts, and/or • 

demonstrates the indicator with the assistance of another.

Proficient: Student demonstrates adequate understanding of the indicator without any assistance.• 

mastery: Student must show real-world application, display rigor (synthesis, analysis, evaluation), • 

and respond confidently to higher-level thinking questions.

 This project has been funded at least in part with Federal funds from the U.S. Department of Education under contract number ED-PEP-11-C-0068. 
The content of this publication does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. Department of Education nor does mention of trade 
names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government. 
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