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Learning Together About Implementing 

Response to Intervention in Math

Purpose
This tool can be used in a cross-grade professional development session to engage K–8 math teachers in a discussion of common issues that arise in planning and implementing an RtI framework in math instruction.

Materials  
Response to Intervention Framework in Mathematics, visual diagram. The visual diagram illustrates three essential practices based on the recommendations in the Practice Guide.   

Media 
Response to Intervention: Framework in Math, multimedia overview. RtI systems are designed to identify students potentially at risk in math and provide the support they need to achieve. This multimedia overview introduces three recommended RtI practices: Screening and Monitoring, Foundations of Arithmetic, and Intentional Teaching. (3:57 min)


How RtI Changes Special Education, video interview with Dr. W. David Tilly. Dr. Tilly traces some of the major changes that have occurred in Iowa’s special education practices as a result of RtI implementation, including the emphasis on targeted instructional strategies. (6:02 min)

Topic
Response to Intervention in Elementary-Middle Math

Practice 
RtI Implementation

Learning Together About Implementing RtI in Math

This teacher professional development activity can be used in initially considering how RtI might work in a school or district. The session is designed to clarify concepts about RtI, help staff share what they already know about RtI, and explore components of an RtI framework already in place that could be further developed.

The discussion leader should prepare in advance by previewing the visual diagram, RtI Implementation “Practice Summary,” “Key Concepts,” and the recommended media items.

Begin the session by asking participants to break into pairs and complete the worksheet, jotting down notes regarding their current level of understanding of RtI implementation in math in the first column. Hand out copies of the visual diagram so those new to RtI have a reference point. Tell them they will have an opportunity to raise questions and adjust their notes after viewing each of two media pieces.

Show the multimedia overview, and give participants a few minutes to review their notes, using the second column to record any questions they want to raise to the group. Discuss participants’ responses to the first three statements. Through the discussion, help participants understand that implementation experts agree with the first two statements but disagree with the third.
Play Dr. Tilly’s interview and again give teachers time to make additional notes and ask questions. Through the discussion, help participants understand that most implementation experts:  

· Disagree with the fourth statement because instructional strategies will continually evolve to meet students’ needs, 

· Disagree with the fifth statement because RtI is both a general education and special education initiative, and 

· Disagree with the sixth statement because differentiation is critical at all levels to meet students’ needs.

Assuming this session is an introduction to RtI, ask the group to identify aspects of RtI they would like to know more about. Make a list of topics of interest to guide further discussions.

Understanding RtI Implementation in Mathematics 

	Perspectives
	Do you agree? Why or why not?
	Questions? Changes of opinion? New ideas?

	1. RtI requires a schoolwide approach and framework that applies in the same way to reading and math and all grade levels.
	
	

	2. RtI is easier to implement in reading than in math.
	
	

	3. Adopting an RtI framework means that we will no longer have a core math curriculum for all students. 
	
	

	4. If we adopt an RtI framework, we are likely to see more changes in assessment practices than instructional strategies.
	
	

	5. RtI will make the most difference in math instruction for our current special education students.
	
	

	6. If we adopt an RtI framework, classroom teachers will primarily employ whole-class instruction, leaving small-group work to interventionists.
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