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Tier 2 Interventions Benchmark Review

Purpose
District and school RtI teams can use this tool to assess the degree of congruence and identify gaps or misalignments between Tier 2 interventions and the benchmarks recommended by the Practice Guide and the National Mathematics Advisory Panel.

Materials
National Mathematics Advisory Panel: K-8 Benchmarks, sample material


Copies of each intervention group’s lesson plans, curriculum, and assessments used to assess progress toward mastery

Media
None
Topic
Response to Intervention in Elementary-Middle Math 

Practice 
Foundations of Arithmetic
Tier 2 Interventions Benchmark Review
1. Convene a working meeting to review the focus of one or more Tier 2 intervention groups during an intervention cycle. In conducting reviews, it is important for the school or district RtI team to work with math department leadership as well as the interventionist and classroom teacher.

2. Provide participants with copies of the list of benchmarks and the included worksheet to use in note-taking during the discussion. If there are multiple Tier 2 intervention groups to review, the team may divide into small groups.

3. Before beginning the review, remind participants that they should expect to discuss the purpose of lessons and may potentially have disagreements about whether activities conform to skills.

4. As the interventionist shares the objectives for each lesson or set of lessons, team members should determine whether the lesson focuses on one of the identified benchmarks or fits in the “other” category (e.g., measurement, time, geometry, graphing).  In the second column, participants should take notes about lesson objectives and number of lessons supporting or conforming to each benchmark.

5. In the third column, identify the progress monitoring assessment items that measure the benchmark concepts and skills.

6. Once the reviews are complete, reconvene the whole group to discuss their observations about interventions:

· Are interventions adequately focused on the most important math topics? If not, what prevents targeting lessons (e.g., alternative expectations by classroom teachers based on curriculum standards and/or assessments)?

· Is the grade-level progression of benchmarks similar to that recommended by the Panel? If not, where are the differences? 

· Do progress monitoring assessments align with the benchmarks? If not, what topics are under-assessed?

· What do the “other topics” suggest about how intervention time is used? 

7. Depending on discussion outcomes, there may be a need to refocus interventions, provide interventionists with additional professional development, obtain additional intervention materials, and/or adjust progress monitoring.  

Benchmarks Audit: Tier 2 Interventions

Use the grid below to determine the degree to which Tier 2 interventions address the benchmarks recommended by the National Mathematics Advisory Panel. Remember, benchmarks are points of mastery; the grade represented is an endpoint of proficiency developed over several years. The topics listed in the first column underlie the proficiencies represented by the benchmark statement. 

Focus on an intervention cycle (i.e., a six-week period of daily interventions) for a group of students. Discuss and, in the second column, take notes about lesson objectives during the intervention cycle.  Identify the progress monitoring assessment items geared to each topic. Also identify other topics that interventionists focus on and others skills they are assessing.
Fluency With Whole Numbers
	Benchmarks
	Lesson Objectives—Topic Coverage
	Progress Monitoring Assessments

	By the end of Grade 3, students should be proficient in addition and subtraction of whole numbers, including:

· strategic counting

· number composition

· place value

· solving word problems with whole numbers 
	
	

	By the end of Grade 5, students should be proficient with multiplication and division of whole numbers, including:

· the reasoning behind multiplication and division algorithms

· reasoning about relationships among basic facts 
· deriving facts through knowledge of  commutative, associative, and distributive laws
	
	

	Other Topics Covered
	
	


Fluency With Fractions
	Benchmarks
	Lesson Objectives—Topic Coverage
	Progress Monitoring Assessments

	By the end of Grade 4, students should be able to identify and represent fractions and decimals, and compare them with a number line or other common representations.
	
	

	By the end of Grade 5, students should be proficient with comparing fractions, decimals, and common percents and with addition and subtraction of fractions and decimals.
	
	

	By the end of Grade 6, students should be proficient in multiplication and division of fractions and decimals. 
	
	

	By the end of Grade 6, students should be proficient with all operations involving positive and negative integers.  
	
	

	By the end of Grade 7, students should be proficient with all operations involving positive and negative fractions.
	
	

	By the end of Grade 7, students should be able to solve problems involving percent, ratio, and rate and extend this work to proportionality.
	
	

	Other Topics Covered
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