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Learning Together About 

Universal Screening in Math

Purpose
School district leaders can use this tool to help districtwide and school-level Response to Intervention teams develop or refine their approaches to universal screening. 

Materials  
Assisting Students Struggling With Mathematics: Response to Intervention (RtI) for Elementary and Middle Schools, Recommendation 1 (pp. 13-17)

Screening for Mathematics Difficulties in K-3 Students, sample material

Screening Tools Chart, sample material from the National Center on Response to Intervention

Flip chart paper to record action steps

Media
Screening and Monitoring Progress in Math, multimedia overview. (5:34 min)

Universal Screening in Math, video interview with Dr. Anne Foegen about how screening fits into a multi-tiered system. 
(5:47 min)
Topic
Response to Intervention in Elementary-Middle Math
Practice 
Screening and Monitoring
Learning Together About Universal Screening in Math

Purpose of the Session

At the end of the school year or prior to the beginning of the next year, schedule a district and school Response to Intervention team in-service session focused on universal screening in math. The length of the session will depend on whether teams are experienced with universal screening or new to the concept. Teams that already have universal screening in place can use this session to reassess and fine-tune current practices. Team members will learn about:

· reasons to employ universal screening in math,

· desired characteristics of math screening instruments, and

· setting and reviewing tier placement cut-points.

Preparation

1. Provide staff with a copy of the Practice Guide, Assisting Students Struggling With Mathematics: Response to Intervention (RtI) for Elementary and Middle Schools and assign the section on screening as reading.

2. If working with experienced teams, ask them to bring notes about their observations, concerns, and questions about current screening practices. For example, a team may question whether a screening instrument over-identifies students or whether state assessments could be used as a screening option.

3. Make copies of the worksheet, Screening and Monitoring: Observations, Questions, Concerns. For experienced teams, you may want to customize the worksheet to add issues or questions raised by the teams in the first column.

Conducting the Team Meeting

4. Introduce the session by telling teams the purpose: getting everyone on the same page about universal screening, surfacing questions and concerns, and making decisions about next steps. The next steps for less experienced groups may involve planning a screening process and selecting instruments, while more experienced teams may need to work on setting or adjusting cut-points or adding an additional screener.
5. Hand out the worksheet for team members to use in organizing their discussion notes. Using the handout will help the facilitator structure and lead an organized discussion. 
6. If working with a less experienced group, first show the multimedia overview, Screening and Monitoring Progress in Math, to provide basic background about universal screening. The overview also contains information about progress monitoring, which may help participants distinguish between the characteristics of instruments used for each function. At the end of the overview, invite them to jot down on the worksheet any questions or topics for further discussion.

7. Experienced teams can start by watching the expert interview with Dr. Anne Foegen, Universal Screening in Math. This short video interview can serve as a platform for raising a variety of issues and questions for further discussion, which participants should be invited to jot down on the worksheet. 
8. Give the teams time to discuss among themselves common questions and concerns they want to raise to the larger group.

9. Begin the larger group discussion, following the order of topics on the worksheet, and invite participants to raise questions, concerns, or suggestions for a topic.  Ensure that the discussion covers the reasons for the recommendations as provided in the Practice Guide and media.  

For example, questions may arise about frequency of screening. Participants may be surprised that mid-year universal screening is suggested if it has not been among their practices. Ask participants whether a change in practice is warranted at this time; if they agree, make some notes about suggested action steps on the flip chart.

10. Proceed through the list of topics of concern, noting ideas for action steps that emerge from discussion. At the end of the discussion, review the various action steps that have been suggested and ask the teams to briefly discuss priorities within their teams. Record on a flip chart the group’s suggestions for priorities.

Closing Activity

Assuming that the list of priorities includes both items that lend themselves to immediate changes (e.g., changing the frequency of screening) as well as those that will require further research (e.g., locating additional screening instruments), determine who will undertake drafting of policy and practice changes and who will undertake further research. If research requires seeking out screening instruments, provide teams with access to resources such as the Doing What Works sample materials, Screening for Mathematics Difficulties in K-3 Students and the National Center on Response to Intervention’s Screening Tools Chart.

	Screening and Monitoring: Observations, Questions, Concerns

	Questions
	Notes
	Actions

	Screening ALL Students

	Frequency?
	
	

	Who screens?
	
	

	Scheduling?
	
	

	Place for teacher referral?
	
	

	
	
	

	Screening Instruments

	Technical quality?
	
	

	Good match to math objectives?
	
	

	Adequate content coverage?
	
	

	Ease/efficiency?
	
	

	Use of state assessments?
	
	

	
	
	

	Cut Scores

	Process of setting cut scores?
	
	

	Specificity/ sensitivity of cut scores?
	
	

	Consequences of changing cut scores?
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