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Learning Together About Quizzing

Purpose
Trainers, coaches, and expert teachers are encouraged to use this tool to provide in-service training to help teachers gain a deeper understanding of how to use quizzing to promote retention over time.

Materials  
Laptop and projector

Media 
Spacing Learning Over Time With Review and Quizzing. Watch this multimedia overview to understand how spacing material over time with quizzing and review promotes retention. (4:49)

Using Quizzes to Boost Achievement. Watch this expert interview with Dr. Mark McDaniel, Washington University in St. Louis, to learn about the effectiveness of quizzing in helping students retain key course material. (6:18)

Strategic Study: Using the “Delayed Judgment of Learning” Task. Watch this expert interview with Dr. Janet Metcalfe, Columbia University, to learn about a specific strategy for students to self-quiz. (5:51)

Topic
How to Organize Your Teaching

Practice 
Spacing Learning Over Time
Learning Together About Quizzing
Watch the multimedia presentation, Spacing Learning Over Time With Review and Quizzing. Clarify the team’s understanding about spacing learning over time by asking them to reflect on these questions:

· How can asking students to recall information on more than one occasion help them to retain it?

· What are some features of quizzes that effectively promote memory and retention?

· What have you noticed about your students’ ability to retain information over the course of the school year? What do they easily recall and remember at the end of the year? 

· What are some ways you already space learning over the course of the year? How do you revisit key content?

Watch two interviews: Using Quizzes to Boost Achievement and Using the “Delayed Judgment of Learning Task.” Clarify the teams’ understanding about the benefits of frequent, ungraded quizzes.

· What are the benefits of frequent, ungraded quizzes?

· How can quizzes be designed so they are fun and appealing to students?

· How can self-quizzing help students study more strategically?

· Dr. Metcalfe discusses several key aspects of the “delayed judgment of learning task.” Why is it important that students wait before assessing how well they learned something? Why is it important that students separate their flashcards into two piles?

· What are some other activities or approaches you use to help your students remember information and concepts?

Brainstorm the assessment tools you currently use. Use Table 1 (sampled below) to list the ways you use assessments in your classroom. In small groups, consider and highlight below which tools could be used to support students’ retention of key ideas:

Table 1 (sample)

	Assessment Tool

(e.g., unit exams, portfolios, quizzes, student reflection)
	Describe Purposes 
(e.g., teacher feedback, student feedback, retention of information, evaluation)

	
	

	
	

	
	


In small groups, use Table 2 (sampled below) to brainstorm how you could use quizzes as a learning tool to supplement your current practices. Consider type or format, timing, how to identify items, and how to track performance:

	Quiz Type 
(e.g., multiple choice, short answer, online, flashcards, class game, paired work)

	Timing

(e.g., how long, how often, beginning/end of class, homework assignments)
	How will you identify items to be quizzed?
	How will students receive feedback on their performance?
	How will you keep track of students’ performance?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Note to leader: See Lesson Planning: Developing a Review Game for professional development activities related to designing quizzes.

The One Minute Response: Ask teachers to take one minute to write one thing they learned during the discussion and one question they are still wondering about.

Table 1
	Assessment Tool
(e.g., unit exams, portfolios, quizzes, student reflection)
	Describe Purposes 
(e.g., teacher feedback, student feedback, retention of information, evaluation)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Table 2
	Quiz Type
(e.g., multiple choice, short answer, online, flashcards, class game, paired work)
	Timing
(e.g., how long, how often, beginning/end of class, homework assignments)
	How will you identify items to be quizzed?
	How will students receive feedback on their performance?
	How will you keep track of students’ performance?
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