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Planning for Student Self-Assessment

Planning for Student Self-Assessment
Purpose
District and school administrators, coaches, teachers, and professional development providers can use this tool to plan strategies to help students self-assess their learning.

Materials
None

Media
None
Topic
Using Student Achievement Data to Support Instructional Decision Making
Practice 
Student Use of Data

Planning for Student Self-Assessment

Teachers can use different strategies to help students self-assess their learning. These strategies can be used on a daily or weekly basis or following an assessment or completion of a product or project. This tool includes student self-assessment strategies and a table to help plan for implementation. This tool can be modified to fit subject-area, grade-level, or individual teacher needs. 
Following the table is a list of questions that teachers can use to guide students’ thinking in conducting self-assessment. They can be applied interchangeably to some or all of the activities as appropriate. 
A sample table is provided which lists the various options for student self-assessment as well as some sample entries to the table on the teacher’s purpose and implementation of the practice. A blank table is provided as part of this tool for teachers to complete to plan strategies for their students to self-assess their learning.
Planner for Student Self-Assessment Strategies - SAMPLE
	Strategy
	Description
	Purpose/Benefit to Students
	Implementation

	Student Created Rubric
	Students can contribute to rubric development by providing suggestions for criteria for excellence.

	Students can gain a deeper understanding of the ways that different aspects of their work contribute to their final grade on the assignment.
	Example: Students create criteria for a rubric to assess open-ended writing responses to a history assignment.


	Learning Contract
	When the teacher begins a new unit of study, students can define their learning goals and activities and products they will complete to demonstrate their learning.


	Students are given opportunities to take responsibility for their learning and mastery of a given topic or lesson.
	Example: Students and teachers collaboratively plan activities such as creating visuals of characteristics of insects or a Venn Diagram that compares and contrasts characteristics of different types of insect.

	Muddy Point Board (could also be referred to as The Parking Lot)

	The teacher can create a bulletin board or designate a specific area where students can post questions or comments about concepts/new ideas that they need to revisit to gain a fuller understanding. 
	Teachers can identify themes in issues encountered by students in the class. Also, students can post their questions anonymously, avoiding embarrassment.
	Example: Students post questions about solving quadratic equations in an Algebra class, and the teacher goes through the questions as part of the review before the unit test.

	Nameless Voice
	Students can anonymously submit sample work to share with the class for analysis and feedback.
	Students can receive feedback on their work from their classmates prior to submitting it for a grade. Also, the class can gain experience in providing constructive feedback and criticism. 
	Example: Students develop drawings depicting the process of photosynthesis for fellow students to provide feedback.

	Letter to Future Student
	Students write letters to future students describing what they have learned after a unit of study and how they will apply it to future learning.
	Current students can reflect on their learning and think about the ways it will apply to their future learning. 
	Example: Students write a letter about a literary work they finished reading. They can include reflections on literacy elements, themes, and lessons that can be applied to live.

	Reflection Logs
	Students complete log entries after finishing units, novels, lessons. While the teacher may review the logs for completion, students maintain responsibility for completing and reviewing the logs.
	After completing a lesson, students engage in deeper thinking about what they have learned and the ways they will apply it to future tasks. Teachers can also use the logs to modify their instruction strategies for future students. 
	Example: Students reflect on their learning after completing lessons or a short term intervention such as a series of small group intervention lessons. (See DWW Sample Material: Response to Intervention Student Exit Survey and Reflection.) 

	Scheduled Self-Evaluations
	Students assess the work they have completed, giving themselves “grades” on areas in which they succeeded and areas for improvement in the future. 
	Students learn to judge the quality of their work.
	Example: Students self-assess a literary analysis paper based on a rubric. (See DWW Sample Material: Academic Goal Reflection Template.) 

	Checklists or Inventories
	As they progress through a lesson or unit, students complete a checklist or inventory noting skills and concepts they have mastered. 
	Students can measure their own mastery of a given lesson or unit by measuring their competence in various skills associated with the unit.
	Example: Students complete a checklist noting skills and concepts learned during an algebra unit. 

	Teacher-Student Interviews
	Teachers and students engage in dialogue at regular intervals (i.e., at the end of a unit, at the end of the grading period) to discuss the student’s progress in the class. 
	Teachers can personalize their interactions with students while students have opportunities to ask questions and learn more about their strengths and weaknesses. 
	Example: Teacher meets with students for a writing conference. Students can discuss what they feel are their strengths and weaknesses in writing and the teacher provides feedback.


Student Self-Assessment Questions
· What did I learn?

· What did I do well?

· What skills or concepts are not clear to me?

· What do I need help with?

· Are there additional facts/concepts/skills that I need to learn?

· What are my next steps for improving?

· What items did I answer correctly?

· What items did I answer incorrectly? For each item, note the reason you chose an answer or the reason why you provided your answer?
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