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Learning Together: Supporting Student Self-Assessment
Purpose
District and school administrators, coaches, and professional development providers can use this tool to guide a workshop on the benefits and challenges of teaching students to use data to monitor their progress and set learning goals. This tool includes several discussion formats for brainstorming about student self-assessment and the best practices to support it. 
Materials 
Computer with Internet access and projector 


Using Student Achievement Data to Support Instructional Decision Making, handout (pages 19–26)

Media
Helping Students Gain Ownership Over Their Learning, expert interview with Dr. Jonathan Supovitz (4:54)


Teaching Students to Examine Their Own Data, multimedia overview (6:19)
Topic
Data-Driven Instructional Decision Making

Practice 
Student Use of Data

Learning Together: Supporting Student Self-Assessment

Workshop Implementation Steps

Introduction

Welcome the participants and explain that the workshop goal is to learn more about how participants can support and encourage students’ academic self-assessment. 
Brainstorming Session 

Brainstorm with participants about the benefits and challenges of engaging students in using data to monitor their progress, reflect on learning, and set learning goals. Facilitate the discussion with such questions as:

· What are the benefits of student self-assessment?

· What are the challenges of student self-assessment?

· How could those challenges be addressed?

If participants are familiar with this topic, consider asking about strategies they have used while working with teachers.

Using Materials From Doing What Works
As a group, watch the Teaching Students to Examine Their Own Data multimedia overview and Helping Students Gain Ownership Over Their Learning, an expert interview with Dr. Jonathan Supovitz. The multimedia overview introduces the practice of teaching students to use their own data and provides some examples of strategies to use. After watching these videos, discuss possible ways to incorporate student self-assessment into teaching practices. 

Small Group Discussion: Setting Goals for Student Data Use
Pose a question regarding student data use to the group. Modify the question posed based on what is most relevant to the roles of participants. For example, you may ask coaches to consider “How can I help teachers create additional opportunities for students to analyze their own data to raise the rigor of the assessment?” or “How can I help teachers find instructional time to help students analyze their own data?” Teachers, on the other hand, could address “How can teaching students to use data help in my classroom?” Allow participants to discuss goals and targets they might set for using student data. In planning self-assessment activities, instructors may find it helpful to select a specific standard or learning goal to ensure they have a clear target in mind for students.

Separate participants into small groups of four or five and have them brainstorm and record goals and priorities for teaching students to analyze their data. Goals and priorities may include:
· To help students consider the strengths and weaknesses of their work

· To help students create an improvement plan

· To provide opportunities for students to feel ownership over their learning

Large Group Discussion: Teaching Students to Use Their Own Data

Have participants reconvene in the large group and reflect on what they have learned, discuss the steps of the supporting self-assessment process, and offer suggestions and highlight particular contextual issues or modifications that can take place. This discussion may be shaped into an action plan for participants. Ask the group the following questions and provide examples and key points as needed.

1. Why should we encourage self-assessment?

· Students can diagnose their own mistakes.

· Students can identify skills and concepts needing additional work.

2. What kind of feedback can be provided to students? 

· Feedback should relate to the student’s performance in terms of specific individual goals and should be:
· Timely – given quickly so students can integrate it correctly.
· Appropriately formatted – individualized to meet the student’s needs.
· Specific and constructive – providing students with specific information and suggestions for improvement. 
3. What kind of tools can support students’ self-assessment? 
· Tools for providing feedback:

· Rubrics

· Worksheets

· Online tools

· Tools for interpreting feedback:

· Templates listing strengths and areas for improvement
· List of questions to consider

· Reflection worksheets

· Grids that enable students to graph their progress

4. How can self-assessment data be used to guide instruction?
· Review worksheets

· Organize groups based on student-identified goals

· Form lesson plans based on the concepts students have identified as challenging 
· Involve students in planning criteria and rubrics

· Provide opportunities for self-correction

5. What assignments or activities are appropriate for student reflection and examination of their own data?
· Essays

· Analyzing the results of a multiple-choice test
· Projects

· Group work

· Worksheets

· A collaborative project to research a topic

Next Steps

Invite participants to share their specific ideas for implementing student academic self-assessment in their classrooms. Remind them to think about contextual factors that may impact these plans such as:

· Daily classroom schedules and conflicts,

· Students who are not proficient in English, and/or

· Students with IEPs or other special needs.

Encourage teachers to develop a plan for implementing at least one of the components of self-assessment described in item 4. Finally, have each participant identify at least one other individual at the training (including, perhaps, the workshop facilitators) to whom they can turn for assistance in implementing their self-assessment effort later. 

Concluding Remarks

Thank participants for attending, and remind them the discussion was meant to assist them with planning strategies for teaching students to use data and self-assess their work. Inform participants that additional media and tools are available on the Doing What Works website (http://dww.ed.gov). Specifically suggest reviewing and using Designing Rubrics for Student Self-Assessment to plan the development of self-assessment tools and Teacher Self-Assessment: Supporting Student Use of Data to evaluate their use of methods that include student self-assessments. For additional online resources, refer participants to the Links section of the “Learn What Works” page on the website. 
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