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Planning to Teach Writing Strategies
Purpose
A toolbox of strategies allows students to generate ideas and carry out the steps of the writing process. This planner aids elementary teachers in organizing their teaching to help students use specific strategies in various stages of the writing process. 
Materials  
Writing Buddies, sample material
Media
Strategies for Using the Writing Process. This interview describes several writing strategies and discusses the importance of teaching students to use them. (5:57 min)

Writing Buddies Using the Writing Process. This video shows how teachers at one school pair students up into “Writing Buddies” as a peer revising strategy. (5:45 min)

Teaching Writing Strategies. Interview in which first- and fourth-grade teachers describe the writing strategies they teach their students to use. (5:49 min)
Topic
Teaching Elementary School Students to Be Effective Writers
Practice 
Writing Process
Planning to Teach Writing Strategies 
To successfully carry out the writing process, students need strategies to generate ideas, organize their thoughts, revise their text, and polish their piece. Teachers can use this planner and other Doing What Works resources to help identify the strategies appropriate to teach their particular students, depending on grade level and stage of the writing process.
Listen to the expert interview, Strategies for Using the Writing Process, in which Dr. Charles MacArthur discusses the importance of teaching students to use strategies such as peer revision and self-regulation as they plan content and organization, and draft, evaluate, revise, and edit their text. Teachers can also view the multimedia presentation, Teaching Writing Strategies, to see how first- and fourth-grade teachers at a Virginia elementary school teach writing strategies.
Learn more about peer revising strategies by viewing the video, Writing Buddies Using the Writing Process, and by looking at the sample material, Writing Buddies, to see how teachers at one elementary school implement peer revising strategies at their school.  
With this information as background, use the table below to identify the strategies appropriate for students at their particular stages of the writing process. As you use this tool, keep in mind that this is a starting point for planning your use of strategies. Once students learn how to use the strategy, it is important to provide time for students to use the strategy while writing independently. Teachers also need to guide the use of writing strategies in different situations and across genres. Students can also set goals to use the strategy in one or more identified situations or genres. For example, strategies such as ordering ideas and outlining are useful for report writing while brainstorming strategies are useful for narrative writing. As such, teachers can provide instruction on using writing strategies to write for a variety of purposes.
Keep in mind the following questions while completing the “Planning Notes” columns:
· What grade level are my students?

· Will this strategy work for my students? Why/why not?
· What modifications can I make to this strategy to make it work better for my students?

· What can I add to this strategy to make it more useful?

· How can I connect this strategy to what my students already know?

Using Writing Strategies With Students
	Writing Strategy
	Grade range
	Planning notes

	Planning

	POW

· Pick ideas (i.e., decide what to write about)

· Organize notes (i.e., brainstorm and organize possible writing ideas into a writing plan)
· Write and say more (i.e., continue to modify the plan while writing)
	1–6
	

	Ordering ideas/outlining

· Brainstorm/generate ideas for a piece of writing

· Review ideas and place a number by what will go first, second, third, and so on
	1–2
	

	Ordering ideas/outlining

· Brainstorm/generate ideas for a piece of writing
· Decide which are main ideas and which are supporting ideas
· Create an outline that shows the order of the main ideas and the supporting details for each main idea
	3–6
	

	(Add additional Planning strategies here)


	
	

	
	
	

	Drafting 

	Imitation

· Imitate the author’s form in a teacher-selected sentence, paragraph, or text excerpt 
	1–6
	

	Sentence generation

· Try out sentences orally before writing them on paper

· Try multiple sentences and choose the best one

· Use transition words to develop different sentence structures
· Practice writing good topic sentences
	3–6
	

	(Add additional Drafting strategies here)


	
	

	
	
	

	Sharing

	Peer sharing

· In pairs, listen and read along as the author reads aloud

· Share feedback with a writing partner, starting with what you liked
	2–6
	

	“Author’s Chair”

· Students take turns sitting in a special chair in front of peers and reading their writing
	K–6
	

	(Add additional Sharing strategies here)


	
	

	
	
	

	Evaluating

	Self-Evaluating

· Reread and ask evaluation questions:

· Are the ideas clear?

· Is there a clear beginning, middle, and end?

· Does the writing connect with the reader?
· Are sentence types varied?
· (Add additional questions for self-evaluating as appropriate for your students and grade level)
	2–6
	

	Self-Monitoring
Ask these questions, either out loud or internally: 
· Did I meet the goals I developed for my writing? 
· Did I include all the information I need to provide in order to communicate what I have to say? 

· Does my piece need to be organized in a different way to convey my meaning?  

· Does my piece communicate my message to the intended audience?  

· If No to any of the above, what changes should I make to meet my goals?
· Did I correctly use strategies that were appropriate for this task? If not, what should I change?
· (Add additional questions for self-monitoring as appropriate for your students and grade level)
· Record answers to the self-assessment questions on a chart or teacher-provided questionnaire in order to track progress toward writing goals and strategy use
· Congratulate yourself, and inform the teacher when goals are met
	3–6
	

	(Add additional Evaluating strategies here)


	
	

	
	
	

	Revising 

	Peer revising
Ask evaluation questions

Examples of general questions:
· Is there anything that isn’t clear? (Students can place a question mark by anything they don't understand in their partner’s paper)
· Where could the author add more information to make it more interesting? (Students can place a carat (^) anywhere it would be useful to have the author include more information)

· (Add additional evaluation questions as appropriate for your students and grade level)
Examples of genre-specific questions for persuasive writing:

· Did the author include all necessary parts?  Is there a clear statement of the author’s opinion, three supporting reasons, and a conclusion?

· For each part, did the author communicate clearly so the reader can understand what the author is trying to say?

· Are the supporting reasons clearly connected to the statement of the author’s opinion?

· Will the supporting reasons convince the readers?

· (Add additional evaluation questions as appropriate for your students and grade level)
Examples of genre-specific questions for fictional story writing:

· Are the characters described in an interesting way?

· Is the problem presented clearly?

· Is the resolution of the problem presented clearly?

· (Add additional evaluation questions as appropriate for your students and grade level)
	2–6
	

	(Add additional Revising strategies here)


	
	

	Editing 

	COPS

Ask the COPS editing questions: 

· Did I Capitalize the first word in sentences and proper names?

· How is the Overall appearance of my paper?

· Did I use commas and end-of-sentence Punctuation?
· Did I Spell each word correctly?
	2–6
	

	Traffic light crayons

· Use a green crayon to circle any letter at the beginning of a sentence that should be capitalized 

· Use a yellow crayon to circle any letter in the middle of a sentence that should not be capitalized

· Use a red crayon to mark where punctuation is needed at the end of a sentence
	
	

	(Add additional Editing strategies here)
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