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Instructional Planner: 
Strategies for Teaching About Text Structure

Purpose
This instructional planner helps professional development providers, literacy coaches, and lead teachers provide in-service training on teaching narrative or informational text structures.

Materials  
None
Media
Teaching Character and Setting in an Inclusion Classroom, multimedia presentation. A kindergarten teacher adapts a lesson for her special needs students. (4:47 min)

Gertrude Took a Nose Dive: Identifying Problem and Resolution, video interview. A third-grade teacher helps her students map story problem and resolution. (6:10 min)

Compare-Contrast Graphic Organizer: A Whale Is Not a Fish, multimedia presentation. A third-grade teacher uses a graphic organizer and clue words to help her students learn the compare-contrast text structure. (5:34 min)

Interactive Strategies for Teaching Nonfiction Text Structure, multimedia presentation. A third/fourth-grade teacher teaches the compare/contrast text structure through signal words and partner work. (4:22 min)
Topic
Improving K–3 Reading Comprehension

Practice 
Focus on Text Structure

Strategies for Teaching About Text Structure
In small groups or as a whole group, have teachers watch the videos and slideshows about teaching text structure, using the note-taking tools to deepen their understanding of how to use various strategies to teach text structures and begin identifying and planning for the strategies they want to incorporate into instruction.
Teachers planning on using narrative texts should view Teaching Character and Setting in an Inclusion Classroom (kindergarten) and Gertrude Took a Nose Dive: Identifying Problem and Resolution (third grade). Those looking for guidance on teaching structures in informational and expository texts should view Compare-Contrast Graphic Organizer: A Whale Is Not a Fish (third grade) and Interactive Strategies for Teaching Nonfiction Text Structure (third/fourth grade).
Note-Taking Tool for Viewing Media Pieces
	Did the teacher…
	What did you see?

	…model or explain how to identify text structure?

Narrative text elements include: characters, setting, goal, problem, plot or action, resolution, themes

Informational text structures include: description, sequence, problem and solution, cause/effect, compare/contrast
	

	…use tools, mnemonics, visual reminders to help students remember the elements of narrative texts?
	

	…use graphic organizers (maps, charts, cards, diagrams) to help students match structure to content?
	

	…ask students questions, or support them in other ways, to help them learn about text structure?
	

	…ask students to identify clue words in a passage that signal the use of a certain informational text structure?
	

	…provide activities for students to explore text structure on their own, in pairs or groups?
	

	(professional development providers can add other teaching strategies here)


	

	
	


Planning Tool for Teaching About Text Structure

	Teaching Strategies
	Planning Notes

	Identify a narrative or informational text structure you would like to teach or review
	

	Select texts that are:

· good examples of the particular structure you are teaching 

· engaging, interesting

· appropriate to the students’ reading level

· high quality, have rich language
	

	Model how to identify text structure 
Explain why understanding text structure is important
	

	Use tools, mnemonics, visual reminders to help students remember elements of narrative text structures
OR

Help students to identify clue words in informational texts
	

	Use graphic organizers (maps, charts, cards, diagrams) to help students match structure to content
	

	Plan questions to help students understand text structures
	

	Plan activities for students to explore text structure on their own, in pairs or groups (diagrams, games, dramatizations, etc.)
	

	(other teaching strategies here)
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