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Learning Together About Text Structure
Purpose
Professional developers can use this tool to introduce teachers to the research-based practice of teaching narrative and informational text structure.
Materials  
Laptop and projector
Media
Helping Students Focus on Text Structure, multimedia overview describing ways to improve student understanding of text structures. (5:46 min)

Uncovering Text Structure, expert interview. Dr. Joanna Williams addresses the importance of text structure and identifying useful instructional tools. (5:46 min)
Topic
Improving K-3 Reading Comprehension
Practice 
Focus on Text Structure
Learning Together About Text Structure
1. Convene a teacher training workshop on teaching students how to identify text structures in narrative and informational text. Begin with an informal self-reflection. Ask teachers to jot down answers to these questions: 

· Do you teach your students about text structures?

· Which specific text structures do you teach?

· What is challenging about teaching text structure?

Ask a few teachers to share their responses.
2. Show the teachers the multimedia overview, Helping Students Focus on Text Structure, and/or Uncovering Text Structure, an interview with research expert Joanna Williams. Encourage teachers to use the included note-taking form to track key points made in these pieces.

3. After viewing the media piece(s) have teachers share some of their notes, and choose from the prompts below to guide further discussion:

· Which strategies or approaches to teaching text structure have you used? 
· Which strategies or approaches would you like to learn more about or use in the future?

· What text features should be considered when selecting a book, section, or paragraph for a text structure lesson? 
· What are some of the roadblocks to teaching text structure? How can you address them in the classrooms? In grade-level teams? In the school?
· How can you encourage students to use what they learn about text structure in independent reading and with more complex text?
· What kinds of tools, materials, or training would you need to incorporate more text structure instruction into your teaching?

Encourage teachers to visit the Doing What Works website to view specific examples of teachers teaching text structure.
4. In a follow-up session, have teachers bring in a graphic organizer they have used to teach text structure and conduct a “show-and-tell.” Some possible prompts include:

· Describe the lesson, text, and instructional purpose
· Show some student work (include strong and weak examples); have the group reflect on the student learning evidenced in the examples
· Describe what went well, what didn’t go well

· Discuss how you would use the graphic organizer in future lessons
Note-taking form for media viewing:
	
	Narrative Texts
	Informational Texts

	
	What are some common features of narrative texts?


	What are some common structures of informational texts? 




	What instructional tools or strategies are mentioned?
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