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Using Mentor Texts to Teach Foundational Skills: A Planner 

Purpose
Elementary school teachers can use this planner to organize ideas about how to integrate potential mentor texts into lesson plans about grammar, aligning sub-skills that need to be strengthened and documenting identified mentor texts. Working in grade-level teams, teachers should share completed planners to exchange ideas about mentor texts.
Materials  
None
Media
Building a Solid Foundation for Writing. Three teachers discuss strategies they use to teach foundational skills. (5:40 min)

                                       Learning to Construct Effective Sentences. A fifth/sixth-grade teacher explains how she uses mentor texts to teach sentence construction. (3:33 min)

Topic
Teaching Elementary School Students to Be Effective Writers 
Practice 
Foundational Skills
Using Mentor Texts to Teach Foundational Skills: A Planner
Mentor Texts
Mentor texts, referred to as exemplary texts in the Practice Guide, are written pieces of any genre used to demonstrate high-quality examples of specific ideas and/or structures in writing that students can emulate. These texts are commonly published pieces, but can be created by a student or teacher. Teachers can gauge student interest in various types of books, songs, etc., and work with school librarians to identify appropriate mentor texts.  
To learn more about strategies for teaching foundational skills prior to completing this planner, view the presentation, Building a Solid Foundation for Writing, and listen to Learning to Construct Effective Sentences to hear a fifth/sixth-grade teacher talk about how she uses mentor text to teach sentence construction.
What Types of Mentor Texts to Collect?

Mentor texts should align with students’ specific needs, which teachers should determine by analyzing multiple data sources to identify writing skills that require reteaching or strengthening. For example, students in one class may demonstrate mastery in comma use but struggle with correctly placing apostrophes in possessives (e.g., Tom’s toy or the boys’ toys), while another class may demonstrate mastery of both these skills but struggle when using quotation marks. 

How to Use Mentor Texts 

Teachers may initially use mentor texts in activities that help students identify, reinforce, or master a concept. For example, to teach indefinite pronouns, a teacher may introduce the definition, explain how each is used in a sentence, and provide students with a word bank of those commonly used (e.g., anybody, nobody, everybody, everyone, everything, many, few, and several) and a mentor text in which they are to underline all the indefinite pronouns. In small groups or as a class, they can then discuss how the use of these indefinite pronouns contributes to the author’s message. Students may copy sentences from the mentor text. A more advanced activity may involve students using mentor texts as models and creating their own sentences. 
Over time, students should start to “read like writers” when they read fiction and nonfiction books, continually learning from the example of published authors. 
Using Mentor Texts Across the Curriculum

Subject-area textbooks and supplemental literature can model effective formats and structures for nonfiction information, with specific styles appropriate for each subject area. Social studies mentor texts can help students learn to write about historical figures, while a book such as Stephen Kramer’s Caves would be helpful in illustrating how to create descriptions of physical settings such as geologic formations. 
The following Planner for Using Mentor Texts helps teachers track texts that align with grade-level foundational writing skills, making it easier to collect and share texts and activities among colleagues. Each row of the planner contains a writing skill and examples of mentor texts that demonstrates the skill(s). Modify the planner as needed, adding rows, modifying the list of skills to align with grade-level standards and curricula, and identifying other mentor texts.
For ideas on activities and lesson planning using mentor texts, see the tool, Planning to Teach Sentence Construction, and the sample materials, Keep It Simple, Check This Out, and Appositive Worksheet: How Do Experts Do It?
Planner for Using Mentor Texts

	Foundational Skill
	Name of Mentor Text
	Activity

	Parts of speech (e.g., proper nouns, pronouns)
	Example: 
Herd of Cows! Flock of Sheep! Quiet! I’m Tired! I Need My Sleep! 

By Rick Walton
	

	Subject / Predicate (e.g., simple subjects, compound subjects)
	Example: 
Max’s Words 

By Kate Banks and Boris Kulikov
	

	Plurals
	Example: 
One Foot, Two Feet  

By Peter Maloney and Felicia Zekauskas
	

	Sentence (e.g., simple sentences, complex sentences)
	Example: 
Saturdays and Tea Cakes
By Lester Laminack
	

	Text structures
	Example: 
Bats 

By Gail Gibbons
	

	Pronouns (e.g., objective case, pronoun antecedent)
	Example: 
I and You and Don’t Forget Who: What Is a Pronoun 

By Brian P. Cleary
	

	Subject-verb agreement (e.g., amount of measurement pronoun-verb agreement)
	Example: 
Kites Sail High

By Ruth Heller
	

	Comparative modifiers (e.g., the long and ___ly comparative modifiers)
	Example: 
Is a Blue Whale the Biggest Thing There Is? 
By Robert E. Wells
	

	Verb tense / mood / voice 
	Example: 
Family Reunion 

By Mary Quattlebaum
	

	Punctuation
	Example: 
Yo! Yes? 

By Chris Raschka
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