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Teacher Self-Reflection: Building a Community of Writers
Purpose
Elementary school teachers can use this self-reflection checklist to examine their current practice and identify actions for building a community of writers in their classrooms.  
Materials  
None
Media
Giving Students a Choice. A teacher talks about the benefits of giving students choices in topics, writing utensils, and where to sit while they write. (4:52 min) 
                                       There Is a Larger Audience. Two teachers discuss the importance of making students feel safe to share their writing by using activities such as Author’s Chair and publishing parties. (3:41 min) 
                                       That’s What Community Is All About. A sixth-grade teacher shares how she builds community by writing alongside students and encouraging collaboration and peer feedback. (5:00 min)
Topic
Teaching Elementary School Students to Be Effective Writers
Practice 
Engaged Community
Teacher Self-Reflection: Building a Community of Writers

Each statement in this checklist represents an action teachers can take to build a community of writers. Consider each statement as it applies to your class(es) over the course of a semester, bearing in mind that appropriateness varies according to students’ grade level and academic needs. It is not necessary to carry out all actions noted in this tool. 
Teachers can use this tool as they plan for choices they might make for professional development; they could also discuss the areas for improvement in a professional learning community; or use it to ask the instructional coach about resources and materials and participate in some coaching that may lead to a change in practice.  

When noting improvement actions, consider what is appropriate for your students. Watch the following media in the See How section for ideas on how to implement these actions:
· Giving Students a Choice 

· There Is a Larger Audience 

· That’s What Community Is All About
Teacher Name:  ________________________
Date: _________________________________
	
	I do this well
	I would like to learn more
	Improvement Action

	Teachers as Participants of the Community
Do you…

	Brainstorm with your students about ideas for writing?
	
	
	

	Write with your students?
	
	
	

	Share your drafts with students?
	
	
	

	Seek students’ feedback on your drafts?
	
	
	

	Giving Students Choices 

Do you provide opportunities for student choice in…

	Selecting writing topics?
	
	
	

	Modifying writing prompts?
	
	
	

	Selecting their audience for the writing?
	
	
	

	Their engagement in the writing process (e.g., where they can sit, what paper and writing utensils they use)?
	
	
	

	Selecting genre?
	
	
	

	Encouraging Students to Collaborate as Writers
Do you…

	Encourage students to brain​storm ideas about a topic as a pre-writing activity?
	
	
	

	Create specific writing tasks on which students can work together? 
	
	
	

	Encourage students to partner with classmates for editing and revising? 
	
	
	

	Organize the physical environment of the classroom to provide space for student collaboration? 
	
	
	

	Encourage students to talk together while they are composing to share ideas?
	
	
	

	Providing Students with Opportunities to Give and Receive Feedback
Do you…

	Share the rubrics you will use to assess students’ writing? 
	
	
	

	Model giving constructive feedback in a respectful and supportive manner?
	
	
	

	Create a predictable format for peer feedback that ensures it includes both praise and suggestions for improvement?
	
	
	

	Teach students how to provide specific praise (e.g., “I like how you use examples in each paragraph) rather than general praise (e.g., “I think it is a good essay”)?
	
	
	

	Use a variety of feedback techniques such as teacher-student conferences, peer-to-peer conferences, sticky notes, structured response forms, and checklists?
	
	
	

	Publishing Students’ Writing
Do you…

	Communicate in the writing process that selected writing pieces will be shared with a larger community in some way (e.g., classmates, other classes, parents, etc.)?
	
	
	

	Use a variety of ways to publish students’ work (e.g., displays in the classroom, creating a class publication, conducting presentations to families, writing celebrations)?
	
	
	

	Have an “Author Chair” in your classroom and encourage all students to take turns sitting on the chair and sharing pieces of their writing? 
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