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Self-Reflection Tool: Activities for Sentence Structure Development
Purpose
Elementary school teachers can complete this self-reflection checklist to reflect on current practice and identify ideas for focused instruction in sentence framing, expanding, and combining.
Materials  
None
Media
Teaching Foundational Skills to Help Students Become Effective Writers  (5:04 min)
                                       Not Grammar for Grammar’s Sake  (3:42 min)
Topic
Teaching Elementary School Students to Be Effective Writers
Practice 
Foundational Skills
Learning Together: Activities for Sentence Structure Development
Introduction
Research suggests students need instruction on varying sentence structure in their writing. Students should progress from writing simple sentences in series to including compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to make their compositions more interesting. Sentence instruction, therefore, should teach students a variety of sentence types and demonstrate how to use them. Teachers may wish to review the principles of teaching sentence construction by viewing the multimedia presentation, Teaching Foundational Skills to Help Students Become Effective Writers, and/or listening to the Not Grammar for Grammar’s Sake audio interview.
This self-reflection checklist reviews activities appropriate for any sentence structure type, depending on the grade and skills of the students, and helps teachers assess the depth of implementation of each instructional activity. Definitions of the activities included in this checklist are as follows:
· Sentence framing: Teachers provide frames, ranging from simple to complex, to guide students’ sentence writing. (Example: I like to ______ and ______. or She didn’t go to ______ because ________.)
· Sentence expanding: The teacher provides a short sentence for students to build upon using different parts of speech. (Example: The dog napped can become: The brown dog napped. The brown dog napped on the couch. The lazy, brown dog napped on the couch.)
· Sentence combining: Students blend two or more simple sentences into one compound, complex, or compound-complex sentence. (Example: The boy was riding his bike. The boy was careless. The boy ran into a tree. Becomes: The boy was careless while riding his bike, so he ran into a tree.)
	Activities for Sentence Structure Development Checklist
	Often 
	Some- times
	Never

	When using sentence framing, I…

	Model the use of a sentence frame.
	
	
	

	Have students use the sentence frame to construct their own sentences.
	
	
	

	Have students share their sentences with peers and discuss their word choices.
	
	
	

	Slowly fade the use of the sentence frame during instruction until students can write sentences independently.
	
	
	

	When using sentence expanding, I…

	Model how to add to a short sentence using different parts of speech, and demonstrate appropriate capitalization and punctuation as the sentence is expanded.
	
	
	

	Have students provide suggestions for different parts of speech (e.g., subjects and predicates) to add to the short sentences.
	
	
	

	Have students work independently or in pairs to expand a sentence.
	
	
	

	Encourage students to share their expanded sentences in small groups, providing feedback to their peers.
	
	
	

	Encourage students to review the sentence for grammatical correctness.
	
	
	

	Demonstrate how to revise the sentence.
	
	
	

	When using sentence combining, I…

	Model how to combine the sentences using several examples.
	
	
	

	Introduce moving, deleting, and adding words or parts (when teaching older / advanced students)
	
	
	

	Have students provide alternatives to the new sentence, and discuss which sentences sound better and why.
	
	
	

	Encourage students to work in pairs to combine sentences, creating several new possibilities and rating the quality of their new sentences.
	
	
	

	Have students review the new sentence for clarity (does this make sense? is it easy to read?).  
	
	
	

	Have students review the new sentence based on understanding of intended audience (is it appropriate for the audience?).
	
	
	

	Have students review the new sentence for grammatical correctness.
	
	
	

	Demonstrate how to revise the sentence.
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